940                             CORPORATE SATYAGRAHA
2;.:.n ::: place of "self-suffering for securing relief".102 It cannot
te civil u-iless the resiscer has disciplined himself and the
cr.;vLG>?:I::re around is tranquil and non-violent. This means that
disobedience to be c:\il must have been preceded by civil obe-
dhnce. As Gandhiji discovered in 1919 after Nadiad and
AliittC'iibad outbursts of violence, it is a Himalayan blunder to
place the remedy of civil disobedience in the hands of those who
lack the habit of willing obedience to law without fear of then-
sanctions. Those only attain the right to offer civil disobedience
who have known how to offer voluntary and deliberate
obedience to even irksome laws imposed by the State so long
as they do not hurt their conscience or religion.103 Over and
above this spontaneous and intelligent obedience to the law of
the State Gandhiji also demands of individuals and groups
intending to offer civil disobedience to undergo a rigorous
discipline through adequate practice of the constructive pro-
gramme and acquire non-violent control over the general public.
Resisters must be ready quietly to bear all punishments and
stand all repression till the oppressor is tired and the object of
the satysgrahi gained. Lastly disobedience to be civil must also
be public and made especially known to those interested in
arresting the saiydgrahi.104
After the second civil resistance movement Gandhiji put
very great stress on the need of adequate discipline as the pre-
condition of civil disobedience. According to him, quality should
be the prime consideration. Civil disobedience thus no doubt
becomes "a very dear commodity". But such disobedience will
be, according to him, infinitely more effective and faster-moving
than the alloy which often passes for civil disobedience.
In civil disobedience if the beginning is properly made and
discipline is adequate, mass disobedience continues to be non-
violent even in the later stages when leaders are all in jail and
the movement is largely self-regulated.
Disobedience may be directed either against some parti-
cular unjust or immoral measures of a State or against the
laws of a State in general. The object of civil disobedience in
the former case is to compel a Government to withdraw an
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